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By Ramona Brand, 
Director of  Youth Learning at Temple Beth-El

“Bridging Cultures through Music” is the 
theme of  our special Sunday learning event 
on Sunday, Dec, 10.  Part of  the Beth-El 
Artist-in-Residence weekend, students will 
have the opportunity to learn directly from 
“Kosher gospel” musician, Joshua Nelson.  

Educators from the Virginia Center for 
Inclusive Communities will partner for this 
engaging morning of  music, learning, and 
bridging barriers. Students will engage in 
several workshops through the morning which 
will culminate in a school-wide assembly with 
Joshua Nelson.

Hannukah Oh, Hannukah! Come light 
your Menorah.  The community is invited to 
join us on Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 6 p.m. at 
the Religious School to light Menorahs, spin 
some Dreidels and enjoy a Hannukah treat or 
two.  Let’s usher in the holiday together.

Beth-El Youth Groups Ready for 
FUN!

All activities meet after Sunday School 
unless noted. All are welcome to join our 
youth groups, regardless of  affi  liation.  

For information or to register for 

a program, contact Maddie Berger at 
madboutart@gmail.com

Ice-Skating at West Broad Village Rink: 
For all of  our youth groups:  Jan. 7, at 

2301 Old Brick Road, Glen Allen, 23060, 
noon - 3 p.m., The cost is $15. We’ll provide 
a snack and hot chocolate.

Temple Beth-El Tot Shabbat 
Services, Saturday, Dec. 2. For families with 
children -- infants  to 5 years old.

Families can enjoy a Shabbat service 
geared for young children and fi lled with 
music, stories, movement and more. A 
musical, meaningful service designed for 
wiggles. Meet at 11:15 a.m. in the Kiddush 
Room at Grove Avenue. Stay for Kiddush 
lunch after services.

Future Service Dates:
Jan. 6,  Feb. 3, March 3,  April 7 and May 

5. 
For more information, contact Ramona 

L. Brand, at (804) 355-3564 ext. 111 or 
r.brand@bethelrichmond.org  to learn more 
about our vibrant Jewish education and 
our remarkable congregation or visit http://
www.bethelrichmond.org/education/brown-
religious-school/.
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A weekend with Joshua Nelson, 
“Prince of  Kosher Gospel” 
Dec. 8-10

Presented by  Temple Beth-El and Initiatives of  Change
Sponsored by Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities, 
The Man with Square Feet and Richmond Hill

Kosher Gospel is the marriage of  Jewish re-
ligious lyrics and meanings with the soul-

ful sounds of  American gospel music. While the 
word gospel, Greek for “good news,” is typically 
associated with African-American Christian 
churches, these African rhythms pre-date the 
West Africans’ introduction to Christianity. This 
sound has been retained in the musical cultures 
of  Black African Muslims and Jews.
Public Events

Friday - 6 p.m.; Service featuring music by Joshua: free; open to the public
Saturday - 7 p.m., Concert: $20 per person 

Events for Sponsors (packages start at $180)
Friday - 7 p.m. Dinner & Panel Discussion, “The Universal Language: Understand-

ing Race & Religion through Music.”
Saturday - Post Concert Meet & Mingle with Joshua at a Dessert & Wine Reception, 

sponsored by Beth-El Sisterhood
The Presenting Sponsor for the weekend, along with Temple Beth-El, is Initiatives 

of  Change.  “We are delighted to partner with Temple Beth-El in welcoming Joshua 
Nelson to Richmond,” said Jake Hershman, IOC executive director. “Joshua’s musical 
blending of  cultures and traditions provides a creative platform for dialogue to foster 
narrative change and relationship building, the cornerstones of  IOC’s work through 
our Truth, Racial Healing and Transformation /Richmond outreach.”  

IOC has been actively engaged in the Richmond community for over 25 years work-
ing with the faith, arts, academic, corporate, philanthropic and nonprofi t communities 
to build trust, address racial inequities and heal history. This year, IOC launched Truth, 
Racial Healing and Transformation with seed funding from the Kellogg Foundation. 
This enterprise is in 14 U.S. communities including Richmond. 

To learn more about this program, visit greaterRVA.org.
All events will be at Temple Beth-El, 3330 Grove Avenue. Purchase tickets at  bethel-

richmond.org/event/Joshua or call (804) 355-3564.
For more information and sponsorship opportunities, contact Faith Kallman at (804) 

355-3564 ext. 104 or at f.kallman@bethelrichmond.org. 
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Students learned about 
Jewish values, culture and 
history through a variety of 
electives during the month 
of November. Jewish envi-
ronmental values, Jewish 
folk tales, Jews in Sports 
and Art were all subjects 
the kids learned about 
while engaged in hands-on 
activities. Beth-El Photo
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